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This morning we are going to spend some time in Luke Chapter 11 once again.  It is my prayer 

that each and every person here will come away saying, Clean My Cup, Lord.   

 

Obviously, I am not talking about our coffee cups, tea cups, measuring cups, or the sippy cups 

for the little ones.  I am not talking about any kind of cup that can be placed in a cupboard.  

Rather, I am talking about the cup of our lives.  Jesus wants the inside of our lives, like the inside 

of a cup, to be clean. 

 

One of the great dangers of any kind of religion has proven to be that of hypocrisy.  That is the 

case for Christian churches as well.  Hypocrisy can occur among followers of Jesus Christ.  It is 

more than possible for a person to present a sparkling exterior at church gatherings, or while 

serving in the work of the Lord, or whether you believe it or not, even on their Facebook pages 

or Instagram accounts. 

 

People present a certain exterior picture, but the interior of their lives is something altogether 

different.  There can be a tendency within even believers in churches to think the worst of other 

people, to let bitterness simmer in their hearts, to entertain impure thoughts in many different 

ways, and to speak harshly to people behind closed doors. 

 

It is possible for people to come here to church and to sing with hands lifted high, yet on the 

inside there can be some filthy things going on.  This is hypocrisy.  The Lord Jesus Christ desires 

that we be clean from the inside out.  The Lord Jesus wants our cup to be clean.  He wants our 

hearts to be pure.  He wants our thinking to be renewed with the truth and the grace of God.  

Jesus wants our minds to be unpolluted and filled with mercy and grace.  Jesus desires that we be 

clean on the inside by the work of His Spirit and the work of His truth within us.   

 

This morning we are going see how Jesus desires that the interior of our lives be clean first as we 

see Him unleash on some of the religious leaders of His day.  They were the Pharisees and the 

so-called lawyers of Israel, the experts in the Mosaic Law. 

 

These men would have been such a sight to behold.  They were the religious leaders, wearing 

flowing garments and ornate head pieces.  They had the seats in the synagogue that were up front 

in a row.  These most prominent members of the synagogue were up front looking at everybody 

else, looking so pious and holy while the Word of God was being read and taught. 

 

However, on the inside these men were so corrupt.  This corruption manifested itself in 

manipulative forms of spiritual abuse.  They were hypocrites.  Jesus confronted this in the 

passage before us this morning. 

 

“Clean My Cup, Lord!” 
 Luke 11:37 - 54 

 March 24, 2019 
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The occasion was a dinner party held in the home of a Pharisee.  Jesus went to dine with some of 

these men.  This was the occasion and the trigger was Jesus’ indifference toward one of their 

customs.  They had the tradition of ceremonial washing before dinner.  Jesus did not participate 

in that tradition, so they became very agitated about it. 

 

Jesus could tell that they were agitated, and He took the occasion to let loose on them, Oh, your 

so concerned about your ceremonial cleaning on this outside when all this is going on in the 

inside of your hearts and lives.   

 

In this portion of Scripture, it is not so much gentle Jesus meek and mild.  It is courageous Jesus 

bold and brave, confronting spiritually abusive men.  As we read this, we all must be saying, 

Lord, keep my cup clean because I don’t want to be like that.  I want to be pure.  I want to be 

holy. 

 

Let’s see how this unfolds before us as it is written in Luke Chapter 11 and Verses 37 through 

54. 

 
37

While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in 

and reclined at table.  
38

The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash 

before dinner.  
39

And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside 

of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  
40

You 

fools!  Did not he who made the outside make the inside also?  
41

But give as alms 

those things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 
42

”But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 

justice and the love of God.  These you ought to have done, without neglecting the 

others.  
43

Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and 

greetings in the marketplaces.  
44

Woe to you!  For you are like unmarked graves, 

and people walk over them without knowing it.” 
45

One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult us 

also.”  
46

And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! for you load people with burdens 

hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.  
47

Woe to you!  For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed.  
48

So you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed 

them, and you build their tombs.  
49

Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will 

send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’
50

so 

that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be 

charged against this generation, 
51

from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 

who perished between the altar and the sanctuary.  Yes, I tell you, it will be required 

of this generation.  
52

Woe to you lawyers!  For you have taken away the key of 

knowledge.  You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were 

entering.” 
53

As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard 

and to provoke him to speak about many things, 
54

lying in wait for him, to catch 

him in something he might say. 
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That must have been some kind of dinner party to attend!  As I reflected on this through the 

week, I don’t think they ever got around to eating the meal.  Jesus was invited to dinner by this 

Pharisee.  He entered the home and while the Scribes and the Pharisees were at the washing 

station where a stone jar was that was filled with water for purification. 

 

These men were at that station doing their routine and Jesus walked in and He strolled right past 

them.  He found His place at the table and He reclined in the cushion.  Then He just looked at 

these men.  What Jesus did on this occasion was so bold. 

 

Understand that the washing that we are talking about had nothing to do with sanitation.  It had 

everything to do with religious customs.  This washing was not an issue of personal hygiene.  It 

was an issue of symbolic ceremonial cleansing.  The Pharisees said that all pious Jews should do 

a ceremonial washing before a meal.   

 

Reading through the Old Testament Law of Moses, such cleansing was in fact prescribed for the 

priests of Israel when they were doing their duties in the Temple.  It was a picture of their need 

to be pure and holy by the grace of God as they performed their duties. 

 

However, ceremonial cleansing was not required for all the people of Israel.  It was required of 

the priests when performing their duties but in their fanaticism, the Pharisees extended this kind 

of washing to all the people of Israel at every meal. 

 

The concern was that they may have come into contact with some pagan or there might have 

been something they touched that a Gentile touched, so in order to show their separation they 

needed go through this cleansing every time they ate.   

 

Stone jars were in the home near the place where they would eat.  They would get a little bit of 

water from the jar and pour it on their fingertips where it would trickle down.  Then they would 

scrub their palms with their fists with more water.   

 

Next, they would pour more water in the direction going down so that all that they scrubbed 

would wash off their fingertips—unclean Gentile exposure gone!  After that cleansing the people 

felt they were then pure and holy.  The Pharisees insisted that not only the priests do this, but a 

pious Jew was to do it before every meal.   

 

So the Scribes and the Pharisees were at the washing station and Jesus would have been expected 

to join them.  I can picture how this must have went down.  I guess Jesus kind of walked by and 

took His place at the cushion.  The Pharisees were looking at Him flabbergasted.  And Jesus was 

at the cushion saying, What!?! 

 

As you can see in this text, it is Jesus bold and brave.  He had no intention of following their 

extra-biblical manmade law.  Jesus knew the real deal with those men.  They were making this 

effort to go through all the traditions to appear so holy and so religious, but there was so much 

seething bitterness, craving for power, and greed going on in their hearts. 
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Jesus did not get swept into that.  He saw how they looked at Him and He let it loose.  He began 

with an illustration of the dinnerware.  He said, You are so concerned about how you appear on 

the exterior, but let’s really get a picture of what is going on inside of you men.   

 

Jesus used the illustration of perhaps the soup bowl.  Think about having a nice thick and creamy 

bowl of clam chowder soup.  After you eat that bowl of soup, you take great care in washing the 

outside of the bowl, but you leave all the residue from the soup on the inside and don’t even rinse 

it out. 

 

A day passes by and what happens?  The residue on the inside of that bowl dries up and gets 

stuck.  One of my pet peeves is when the dishes don’t get rinsed right after they are used.  Food 

gets stuck and caked on those plates.  So, imagine that empty bowl with scum film all over it 

with little bits and pieces of leftover clam and potatoes.  Doesn’t that sound delicious?   

 

Then the next day, are you going to put vegetable soup in that same bowl with all that crusty 

mess?  No!  Do you want to be that kind of cup?  No!  But that is what people can become.  This 

is within any of us.   

 

The Lord Jesus tells us not to worry about what is going on on the outside when there is so much 

filth going on in the inside.  It is all about being clean on the inside and seeing it extend to the 

outside.  Jesus wants our cups to be clean on the inside first.   

 

Jesus used this illustration to picture what He saw going on in the lives of those Pharisees, and I 

wonder if any of us would ask what would those holy and knowledgeable eyes of Jesus see in me 

right now.   

 

We arrive to church and sing hallelujah, but fifteen minutes earlier we yelled to someone, Can’t 

you ever be on time!  Those are just words of frustration but even worse, we might even serve in 

ministry, involved in different ways in the church but we can unleash cutting remarks to the 

people in our closest circles.   

 

We are harsh.  That is sinful and wrong.  Jesus rebuked that kind of thing.  We are so controlling 

in these unclean ways while carrying on with religious life.  Jesus wants to clean us up.  Jesus 

gave this illustration and from there and without the Pharisees asking for additional 

clarification—how are we like these unclean cups?—Jesus launched into it.  He did it without 

being asked.   

 

In the larger portion of this text, we have six woes, six words of judgment that are brought down 

on the heads of those corrupt men by the pure and holy Messiah of God.  It is an awesome thing 

to see.  Jesus let loose! 

 

There are three woes that are distributed to the Pharisees, the wider religious group.  Then one of 

the lawyers spoke up telling Jesus that He was offending them too.  Then Jesus said, Woe to you 

too!  This is our Jesus, and it is so awesome! 
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The lawyers within the Pharisees, they were kind of like the ones that were recognized as the real 

religious scholars.  They were the teachers of the Law.  The parties of the Pharisees had all these 

extra-biblical manmade rules of religion in addition to the Law of Moses.  

 

The lawyers would have been the ones that drafted those manmade rules, based on their 

expertise.  Then the whole party of the Pharisees would enforce the rules.  The lawyers were 

those who were a little bit higher up in status and Jesus was not afraid of them.  He let loose on 

them too.   

 

Reading through these six woes, it is very easy to see that Jesus addressed practices in the 

Pharisees lives, things that were happening in Pharisaic Israel.  While I am not sure how many of 

us are tithing our mint and our rue, if we take a close look, we can see the deeper issues.  We can 

see the principles that were at the heart of it here. 

 

I want us to walk through these six different aspects of uncleanness so that we might be those 

saying, Lord, purify my heart that I don’t become one of those gnarly and nasty and unclean 

dishes.  Keep me pure from hypocrisy. 

 

We all need to pray that the Lord would be at work in us in these ways.  We must be on guard, 

asking the Lord, by the working of His Spirit, to keep us sensitive to these things and to keep us 

pursuing holiness of heart by grace. 

 

Let’s look at six signs of an unclean heart that we need to watch out for.  First, we will see the 

first woe that Jesus gave, the first sign of an unclean heart is: 

 

1. Indifference toward the needs of others (11:42) 

 

Look at what it says in Verse 42: 

 
42

”But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 

justice and the love of God.  These you ought to have done, without neglecting the 

others. 

 

These religious men were so very disciplined in their practice of tithing, giving not only of their 

income but also all the way down to their garden spices.  This was a good thing.  Jesus 

commended it and told them to keep doing it.   

 

However, Jesus dug in here on what they were not doing.  When it came to the real needs of the 

broken and fallen world around them, the Pharisees were closed off.  You tithe the mint and the 

rue and every herb, but you neglect justice and the love of God. 

 

Biblically speaking, Old Testament justice had to do with the widow and the fatherless and the 

alien, the downtrodden of society and justice in love got involved not only with family but with 

neighbors in need.  The people that were around in their sphere of influence. 
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These men, they were willing to give in a very disciplined way in their tithing, the things that 

went on record and the kind of tithing that would keep them as men in good standing, but when it 

came to the brokenness that occurred right around them in their lives, they were men who were 

not to be bothered.   

 

Jesus dug in and He said, Not only should you have hands that are generous with resources, but 

you should have hearts that are filled with love that rolls up the sleeves and gets involved with 

people that are suffering. 

 

We need to have eyes to see the way that we can be involved in the suffering that people are 

going through.  It is so easy for evangelicals to give to certain causes and that is a good thing.  

Jesus commended that.  But we can give financially to certain things and think that our duty is 

done, and we remain personally uninvolved with people that are going through hard times. 

 

Indifference to the needs of others is a warning sign.  How are you doing?  How have you been 

involved with people that are suffering?  How have you reached out?  Have you shown some 

kindness?  Let’s pray that the Lord would just give us eyes to see and hearts that responds and 

hands that provide and care and get involved. 

 

Do you see what Jesus was saying here?  It was about indifference toward the needs of others to 

such degree that we don’t want to get involved, we need to watch out for that. 

 

A second sign of an unclean heart is: 

 

2. Yearning for recognition and honor (ll:43) 

 

We see this in Verse 43: 

 
43

Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and greetings 

in the marketplaces. 

 

The Pharisees had a prescribed seating in the synagogues based on rank.  These men loved being 

in positions where they were up front, on the platform where they were being recognized.   

 

It is okay for that to happen in services where people are serving in different ways like our choir 

does; like laying hands our church officers so that we as church can surround them and pray over 

them.  But there is something subtle that can occur in the human heart, something that can rise up 

and can say that we deserve to be recognized for what we are doing. 

 

If we are not given the honor that we think we are due, we get all upset about it and feel like we 

have been slighted.  It has not been enough to just do it in the sight of the Lord.  I think it is good 

to encourage people.  I think that is a good practice, but does a person become sour and upset if 

that does not occur the way that they wanted it to occur? 
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These Pharisees thought that they were deserving of honor and Jesus called them out for it.  We 

must watch out that we are serving on the basis of what God has done for us in Christ out of 

gratitude that fallen sinners like us can be forgiven and made new and we get to, we have the 

privilege of being a part of serving in His Kingdom here today, knowing that God sees 

everything and every sacrifice that is being made. 

 

Jesus sent out a signal and told us to watch out for the yearning for recognition and honor.  Here 

is a third sign of an unclean heart: 

 

3. Tarnishing others in subtle ways (11:44) 

 

That is what occurred to me as I was reading and contemplating Verse 44.  It says this: 

 
44

Woe to you!  for you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them 

without knowing it.”  

 

In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were not to come into contact with dead bodies.  In the 

normal circumstances of life, contact with dead bodies would render people ceremonially 

unclean.  Also, they could not come into contact with graves.  Touching a grave would render 

them ceremonially unclean for a period of seven days. 

 

So, Jesus was telling these Pharisees that they were like unmarked graves.  For the people of 

Israel, being in contact with a Pharisee was like walking in a grassy field with wildflowers 

blooming that seemed so pleasant on the surface, but just a few feet below there were corpses 

that were buried.  So the Pharisees were being rendered ceremonially unclean without even 

knowing it. 

 

The Pharisees appeared to be sparkling clean in their observance of the Jewish Law.  However, 

people who associated with them did not realize that they could convey attitudes to them that 

could make them unclean in the sight of God. 

 

Here is the way that I have thought about it in terms of our practice:  You may have a person 

who is established in the church.  They are recognized as somebody who is a person of godly 

reputation.  Maybe some newer believers gather close to such a person.  They have godly 

reputations, but they feed the new believer morsels of gossip that go down into the inward parts 

of that person. 

 

Perhaps this gossip is displayed in the form of certain prayer requests.  Maybe it is that they have 

a subtle way of undermining leadership that God has appointed.  Maybe they have ways of 

twisting Scriptures.  Yet, this person is a person of reputation and the new believers around them 

thinks what they are doing is great. 

 

However, the reality of it is that these subtle attitudes that are fallen and corrupt, they are being 

conveyed to the new believer.  Jesus told the Pharisees that they were like unmarked graves.  

There are no warning signs telling people to watch out, and people are brought into the influence 

of something negative unbeknownst.   
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We must to be very careful about the influence that we have on others in the body of Christ.  We 

need to say, Lord, keep my heart pure so that I don’t convey something unclean to another 

person.  I think that is what is at the heart of this word of woe that Jesus gave. 

 

We continue and get to the good old lawyers, the experts of the Law.  Here is a fourth sign of an 

unclean heart: 

 

4. Regulating the lives of others (11:46) 

 

How many of you have ever heard the phrase control freak?  Maybe you have encountered a 

control freak.  Maybe you live with one.  Maybe you are one!  You like to regulate the lives of 

other people. 

 

If you want to talk about control freaks, these lawyers and Pharisees were regulating the lives of 

other people down to the minute details of life.  Verses 45 and 46: 

 
45

One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult us 

also.”  
46

And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens 

hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 

 

This gives us a glimpse into the essence of legalism in the day of Jesus.  Legalism comes in 

different species and forms.  The kind that was rampant among the Pharisees was to add human 

rules and traditions to the Word of God and to teach the traditions of men as the doctrines of 

God. 

 

Let’s say that the command in the Word of God was:  Nobody is allowed up on this stage.  Just 

imagine there was such a rule.  That is a fake rule of God that I am making up for the sake of 

illustration.  The leaders of the church say that they better help people to understand so that they 

don’t disobey that command. 

 

The leaders of the church then say that nobody sits in the first two rows of the church.  The 

command is nobody is allowed on the stage and the extra rules given by authorities is that 

nobody can sit in the first two rows, and no adult is allowed to walk within five feet of the stage 

and the children need to be at least twenty-five feet away at all times. 

 

The Pharisees would put a hedge around the Law of the Lord to keep people from breaking the 

command, but the hedge became so thick and dense and burdensome.  Here they were practicing 

it at that very dinner party with their custom of washing.  That was not what God required, but 

that is what the leaders required, and judging others based on that extra-biblical requirement.  

That is legalism. 

 

The Pharisees were really famous about this when it came to the Sabbath.  I was reading a book 

on the Ten Commandments by Adrian Rogers.  He pointed out something amazing.  The Scribes 

counted thirty-nine words in the Fourth Commandment.  Based on those thirty-nine words the 
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Scribes listed thirty-nine different kinds of activities that would comprise what working on the 

Sabbath meant. 

 

There were thirty-nine forms of labor that would define work on the Sabbath.  The Scribes and 

Pharisees would wear people down with all their rules and their eyes were on their rules and 

regulations and not on the people that were under the burden.  Jesus told the Pharisees that they 

did not even give people a finger to help.   

 

I’ve done some weight lifting, obviously as you can tell, not a lot.  What I have found is that 

when I try to make a gain in doing a curl, I can get so far then reach my limit.  Somebody can 

come up with two fingers on each hand and help lift my arms up.  Then suddenly I can complete 

that curl. 

 

Even just a couple of fingers can go along way.  Maybe even just a few words of understanding 

from these Pharisees as to how hard it was to prepare for the Sabbath as they defined it would 

have helped.  Maybe just some prayer, because the people were struggling under so much 

burden.   

 

This has to point us back to a tendency that might be inside any of us to control other people in 

ways that God never had in mind.  We can become legalists in that way.  Christians, brothers and 

sisters in covenant community, we do hold each other accountable for the teaching of God’s 

Word.  That is the agreement.  Yet, we come into membership in a church and we want to live as 

God has defined the Christian life in Scripture.   

 

Christians are people who correct each other, sometimes giving a word of reproof according the 

will of God with a heart of love and humility.  However, it can be easy for us to start dictating 

other things to people.  This is the Lord’s Day and, not only should you be wearing clean cloths 

that look nice and are modest, but O, they must be of a certain fabric with a certain number of 

buttons.  No! 

 

We must watch out that we don’t control people and judge them on things that are beyond the 

Word of God.  Back in Pharisaic Israel, how they handled the Sabbath was a huge issue.  We 

can’t judge other people on how they handle the Lord’s Day because Christ is our Sabbath.  I 

know one man who got grief for mowing his lawn on a Sunday!  But if he had rest in his heart, 

he can mow his lawn on a Sunday in Jesus because He is his Sabbath. 

 

To the one who says that the Sabbath must be a special and holy day, rest in the way that you, 

before the Lord, need to do.  But you can’t dictate that on other people.  We can’t control other 

people and we must be careful in that. 

 

We continue with a fifth sign of an unclean heart: 

 

5. Distain for the Word of God.  (11:48-51) 

 

The fifth sign of an unclean heart is a distain for the teaching of Scripture, especially when the 

Word of God confronts sin.  Verse 47: 
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47

Woe to you!  For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed.  
48

So you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed 

them, and you, and you build their tombs.   

 

These Pharisees and lawyers, they were in the practice of enshrining the prophets of old.  On the 

outside, it would have appeared that they were honoring the prophets of Israel’s history.  That is 

what the people would have perceived based on the exterior activity, but Jesus knew what was 

happening on the inside.  Jesus declared what was really the situation. 

 

These men, they hated the message of the Old Testament prophets.  They hated what Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel and Micah had to say.  As we have already seen, the Pharisees were so focused on 

their scribal rules and traditions, but they were neglecting justice and mercy and love.  These are 

the things that the prophets preached to Israel—repent and let love be in your heart. 

 

Anytime these kinds of teachings would have been preached and put in the faces of the 

Pharisees, their hearts would have burned.  That’s what Jesus was saying here.  There would 

have been a distain for the message that the prophets gave to the people of Israel.   

 

In our day it’s the same thing.  This so-called world of Christendom is filled with pastors and 

priests and clergymen and clergywomen who hate the Doctrine of the Atonement of Jesus Christ.  

On the one hand, they will serve in churches that have the name of Jesus out on the marquee, but 

when it comes to declaring that God is holy, holy, holy—that we are sinners who have rebelled 

against the holiness of God’s and that His way of salvation is a crucified Messiah bloodied on 

the cross, enduring the wrath that we deserve so He could set us free in the sight of God—but 

they hate that message and they undermine it.  There are liberal churches like this everywhere.   

 

Similarly, these Pharisees enshrined the tombs of the prophets, but they hated the message that 

the prophets gave because the prophets would have rebuked them for their sin.  We like the idea 

of sin being confronted.  Yes, preach it!  Let sin be rebuked until somebody comes and sticks a 

finger in your chest and says, This is your sin and you need to repent from it. 

 

Wow!  Yikes!  Then suddenly, How dare you speak to me like that.  Something rises up in our 

flesh because we don’t like to be rebuked.  We like the idea of prophecy in declaring sin until 

somebody gets in our face and does it to us.  That is what was going on with these men and Jesus 

saw right through it.   

 

Jesus continued and He said in Verse 49: 

 
49

Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, 

some of whom they will kill and persecute,’
50

so that the blood of all the prophets, 

shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, 
51

from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar 

and the sanctuary.  Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. 
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While they were enshrining the Old Testament prophets, they had just resisted John the Baptist.  

They were about to pave the way for the crucifixion of the Messiah.  Then they would persecute 

the apostles.  Part of the wisdom of this would be to show that the Pharisees were, in fact, in 

league with the forefathers that killed the prophets and they would be judged right with them.  

This is intense. 

 

I must ask how it is with you.  If a brother or sister in Christ comes and tells you that you are off 

the target, are you going to react against them and tell them how dare they say that to you?  That 

will be the desire of your fallen flesh.  We are so easily offended.  We take things so personally 

so easily.  You want to see the self-righteousness of a Christian?  Confront them about their sin.   

 

If we are people who cannot be given correction and reproof, we must be careful because this is 

Pharisaic in us as well.  With the power of the Holy Spirit, we must get over that initial jolt of 

somebody actually speaking into our lives in this way, asking the Lord to make us humble and to 

let us receive what He has to say. 

 

There can be a distain for the Word of God when it begins trampling on our feet.  Finally, we 

have one more sign of an unclean heart: 

 

6. Hindering others from knowing God’s truth (11:52) 

 

I think that this final sign applies to those who find themselves in positions of authority in 

different biblical organizations.  They can hinder others from knowing God’s truth.  Verse 52: 

 
52

Woe to you lawyers!  For you have taken away the key of knowledge.  You did not 

enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” 

 

Here the knowledge of God and His ways is presented as something of a house to be entered 

into, and there is a key for entering into that structure.   

 

That key is the right teaching of the Scripture.  These men held that key, but they did not like 

what was on the inside of that building, so they themselves would not go into that place of the 

true knowledge of the Lord.  They locked the door and would not give it to anyone else.  They 

would not allow anybody else to gain access either.   

 

I thought of this and I thought of the Protestant Reformation, how there was a time in the Roman 

Catholic Church where everything was in Latin.  Martin Luther tried to get the Words of 

Scripture into German so the people of the land could read it themselves.  The powers that be 

raged against him.  They were even willing to martyr him and put him to death.  Praise God that 

he evaded that! 

 

There could be a tendency in churches that go liberal in their doctrine when somebody steps up 

and starts preaching the Gospel.  They don’t want to talk about blood in their church.  Do you 

realize that there are churches that have the Name of Jesus in the title of their church, yet they get 

offended by talking about the blood of Jesus and the way that He was killed on the cross? 
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So whenever somebody gets stirred up teaching the Word of God in its purity and wholeness, 

these churches take the key away and say that it is not going to happen.   

 

Hindering others from knowing God’s truth is one of the six woes Jesus declared in this passage 

of Scripture.  Was this light and fluffy teaching from Jesus?  No! 

 

How can we be clean on the inside?  How can we say, Lord, make it so that I am pure and holy, 

so that I am not foul within and that there is integrity in my life?  It is all about the work of the 

Holy Spirit in regenerating us and the work of the Holy Spirit in sanctifying us.   

 

God needs to save us from this.  He saves by grace.  We enter in by faith.  We need God to save 

us from this kind of inner corruption because it is within us all.  How refreshing will these words 

be after everything that we just read.  Titus 3:4-8 

 
4
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 

5
he saved 

us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6
whom he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7
so that being justified by 

his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
8
The saying is 

trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have 

believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good words  

 

It is all about the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.  He takes something that is dead, and He 

makes it so that it is alive and given new life.   

 

We need to go before God.  First things first:  If you have never done this before, say this to the 

Lord, Lord, I am a sinner.  My interior is all messed up and I need for you to make me new.  I 

need for you to forgive my sin, both in attitude and in speech and in deed.  Will you forgive me in 

Jesus?  After this, the Holy Spirit will start working within you from the inside out.  He will do a 

work within you to make you new.   

 

One little tip from the text that we were just in that we can’t pass over, Jesus kind of gave us a 

key.  This is not the plan of salvation.  This helps the people of God with a certain principle that 

can help us to be clean on the inside.  Did you see it in Luke 11:39-4? 

 
39

And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and 

of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  
40

You fools!  Did not he 

who made the outside make the inside also?  
41

But give as alms those things that are 

within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 
 

We begin by going before the Lord  and saying, I just need to be made new.  I need for you to 

cause me to be born again.  Then as we grow in holiness, there is something about taking those 

things inside of us that we feel like we need to cling to and feel we deserve and giving those 

things to others that produces this freedom and purity of life within us. 
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Jesus was talking to the Pharisees a lot about their greed.  Likewise, we might say, I deserve this.  

This is my stuff.  Everybody leave me alone.  Greedy, greedy, greedy with material possessions.  

That lifestyle can lead to the kind of corruption that the Pharisees had in their lives. 

However, when we give things away and watch people in need get lit up, we are also going to be 

provided for.  This will do something to cause us to glow inside.  The feelings of needing to be 

recognized and honored need to be turned around and pointed out to other people. 

 

Instead of taking what you feel you deserve, you give it out to other people.  When you do that 

by faith, the Holy Spirit begins lighting you up on the inside with all kinds Christlike grace.  I 

think that is what Jesus was talking about when He said: 

 
41

But give as alms those things that are within… 

 

Those are the things that you cling to and want.  However, give those things out instead.  Deny 

yourself.  Walk in Christlikeness and watch the cleanliness of life within start to grow and 

increase. 

 

So be encouraged.  This is the Word of the Lord.  May the Lord make us distinct and pure and 

holy from the inside out.  Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 

 


